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Ontario’s Innovation Agenda Ontario’s Innovation Agenda 

� Driven by growing concern about economic impact of global 
competition.

� Major traditional industries have already been permanently 
downsized (e.g. textiles and technology).

� Others face serious challenges (e.g. forest products and 
automobiles).

� Tens of thousands of manufacturing jobs are at risk.

The Economic ImperativeThe Economic Imperative
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OCE Identity OCE Identity 

Who We AreWho We Are

� Not-for-profit organization dedicated to innovation in Ontario

� ~70 people strong with HQ in TO; 2 MDs headquartered in Ottawa

� President & CEO, Mark Romoff 

� Reports to Board of Directors – Private sector & academic board

� Partner with industry, universities, colleges, research hospitals & 
governments

� Have been bridging the gap between academic research and the 
marketplace since 1987.
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OCE Mandate & RoleOCE Mandate & Role
What We Do What We Do 

Promote economic prosperity of Ontario through:
� Market-driven research 
� Commercialization of technology 
� Training of highly qualified personnel

How We Do ItHow We Do It

� Build Networks of innovators from industry, academia and government
� Support Researchin collaboration with industry, academia & research hospitals
� Transfer Tech. & People from academia to industry ready to bring it to market 
� Through spin-offs from academia
� Developing Innovatorsthrough training in essential entrepreneurial skills.
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OCE Expertise OCE Expertise 

Innovation ExpertiseInnovation Expertise

Five Centres - Each focused on an area vital to the g rowth and 
development of the Ontario economy:

� Communications and Information Technology
� Earth and Environmental Technologies
� Energy 
� Materials and Manufacturing
� Photonics

Which translates in to 
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� Aerospace
� Biotechnology
� Communications
� Energy
� Environmental
� Health
� Information Technology
� Manufacturing
� Materials
� Nanotechnology
� Photonics
� Security
� Etc, Etc.

Energy

Earth
Materials

PhotonicsPhotonics

CommunicationsCommunications

ManufacturingManufacturing

EnvironmentEnvironment

ConvergenceConvergence
Technology ConvergenceTechnology Convergence

InfoTech

Health
Security
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Interact
Proof of Concept

Champions of Innovation
Collaborative Research

Market Readiness
Accelerator Investment

Martin Walmsley Fellowship

Connections
International Scholarships
Conference Travel Awards

Value-Added Personnel
First Job

ImplementationImplementation

Network

Commercialization
(Accelerate)

Research
(Innovate)

Talent
(Cultivate)

The ProgramsThe Programs
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Delivering Results: 2005 Delivering Results: 2005 -- 20062006
� OCE invested ~$22 million in research and leveraged over ~$33 million of 

investment from industry partners

� Engaged nearly 700 Primary Investigators and over 3,000 researchers

� Helped over 800 people move into positions outside academia

� Created 17 new licenses

� Launched 20 start-up companies, bringing the total number of OCE-initiated 
companies to 73!

� These companies attracted $78 million in capital investments last year.
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OCE and MRI Supporting InnovationOCE and MRI Supporting Innovation

FourFour --year, $46year, $46 --million Market Readiness Program million Market Readiness Program 
launched in July 2006launched in July 2006

Investment Accelerator Fund (IAF)Investment Accelerator Fund (IAF)

$29 million$29 million
� Program to be run by OCE & modeled after Accelerator program.

Business Mentorship & Entrepreneurship ProgramBusiness Mentorship & Entrepreneurship Program

$17 million$17 million
� Program to be run by MaRS.



Slide 10

Thank You

Questions? 

bharat.rudra@oce-ontario.org


